
   

 

            EAST HEMPFLD TOWNSHIP 

          BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES 

 

 

DATE AND TIME:  February 1, 2023             7:00 p.m. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Board Members:             Thomas A. Bennett 

                   G. Edward LeFevre 

                   H. Scott Russell 

                   Andrew Weaver 

 

    Absent:             W. Scott Wiglesworth 

 

 

    Township Manager:    Cindy A. Schweitzer 

    Assistant Manager/EMS:   Diane E. Garber 

    Director of Planning:    Nathaniel Sturgis 

    Director of Public Works   Perry Madonna 

    Chief of Police:    Jennifer Brubaker 

    Chief Fire Official:    John Kottmyer 

       
   

The Board of Supervisors held an in-person and virtual public meeting using Zoom. The in-person 

meeting was held at the East Hempfield Township Municipal Building, 1700 Nissley Road, 

Landisville. The meeting was advertised, and the public was permitted to attend in-person or remotely 

via Zoom (video and audio) along with instructions on how to do so.  

 

Vice-Chairman Thomas Bennett called the Board of Supervisors meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Consent Agenda  

a) Belmont Property Management Group (2723/2727 Columbia Ave) establish escrow. 

b) State Road Commerce Park (lot 1&3) – 90-day time extension until 5/14/2023 to  

record plan. 

c) Invoices from all funds covering 1/21/23 to 2/3/23 & totaling $591,004.86 

d) Approval of minutes January 18, 2023 

 

Motion was made by Mr. LeFevre and seconded by Mr.  Russell to approve the consent agenda, items 

(a)-(d) as presented and discussed.  The motion passed (3-0-1) with Mr. Weaver abstaining due to not 

being present at the meeting. 

 

Action Items 

a) Ground Lease (amended and restated) between Recreation Authority and Township.  Mrs. 

Schweitzer explained the amendments to the agreement.  William Howard, Signal Hill Lane, 

Retired from Pa State Parks System, had questions about the Township’s authority to transfer 

equipment that is owned collectively, by individuals of the Township. The Board assured Mr. 

Howard that the equipment is under Township purview and Mrs. Schweitzer added that the 

lease has been reviewed by the Township Solicitor and is soundly worded. The Board thanked 

Mr. Howard for his questions.  Motion was made by Mr. Russell and seconded by Mr. Weaver 
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to authorize signature on the amended and restated ground lease with the amendments to 

Exhibit B as presented.  The motion passed (4-0).   

 

b) Workers Compensation – updated physicians panel list.  Mrs. Schweitzer provided and 

explained the updated list.  Motion was made by Mr. LeFevre and seconded by Mr. Russell to 

begin use of the Susquehanna Municipal Trust Workers Compensation panel list.  The motion 

passed (4-0).   

 

c) Keystone Custom Homes – acknowledgement of zoning text amendment pertaining to 

residential building height.  Motion was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Mr. Russell to 

acknowledge receipt of the Keystone Custom Home petition for a zoning text amendment and 

to submit the petition to Lancaster County and East Hempfield Township Planning 

Commissions.  The motion passed (4-0). 

 

d) PennDOT multi-modal Transportation Fund grant award and authorizing signatures for Dairy 

Road bridge – Resolution #2023-04.  Motion was made by Mr. LeFevre and seconded by Mr. 

Weaver to adopt Resolution #2023-04 authorizing signature by the Chair or Township Manager 

on grant documents associated with the Dairy Road Bridge replacement project.  The motion 

passed (4-0). 

 

Old Business 

 

• Church/Nolt Recreation Facility -   Continued discussion.  Opening comments by the Board 

included acknowledgement that stormwater will be address along with traffic flow, internal to the 

site as well as Nolt Road.  Discussion was then opened to members of the audience. 

 

The following residents offered comments: 

 

William Howard, Signal Hill Lane.  Expressed concern regarding continued flooding due to 

reconstruction of Nolt Road, smell of natural gas once a week which he believes is coming from 

the Texas Eastern line, blacktopping affecting the sod area stormwater run-off, ineffective speed 

limits and cost of long term maintenance and added staff.   

 

Chris Landis, Wissler Way.  100% behind the project.  He noted open land is highly sought after 

for ball fields which could provide major income.  His only concern with the Plan is that there may 

not be enough baseball and softball fields planned. 

 

Joe Hughes, Nolt Road.  Echoed Chris Landis’ comments and reiterated he would like to see some 

alternate plans and a reach-out to other areas that have similar facilities.  He believes trees will 

negate some of the parking concerns along Nolt Road that have been expressed. 

 

John Cox, Northridge Drive.  Commented that East Hempfield is a great community, and he loves 

what the Township is trying to do. 

 

Patty Clark, Cochran Drive.  Brought back some comments from the last Supervisors meeting 

regarding her preference for more passive and natural features and asked the Board to consider 

building in an area that is already bustling rather than this quiet neighborhood.  She also remarked 
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that HYA is made up of multiple areas, not just East Hempfield, and expressed concern with HYA 

having the “inside track” in the way this Plan has been handled.  She also questioned if any of the 

Supervisors are involved in the HYA and that it would be a potential conflict of interest.  She was 

informed none of the supervisors had any personal involvement.   

 

Betsy Bauer, Old Eagle Road.  Stated this project will be expensive to build and maintain and she 

is concerned with the cost of upkeep and maintenance of the dog park, pickle ball and tennis courts 

and the 2-story press box.  She also stated this is a residential area and noted there are other areas 

better suited in the Township and there is land for sale across from Spooky Nook. 

 

Charles Walker, Spruce Street. Acknowledged his support and feels the youth need this 

opportunity.  

 

Fred Knarr, Clover Circle.  Thanked the supervisors and staff and is happy to see lots of positive 

comments.  He pointed out the typical negative feeling residents have with any change to their 

surroundings but has found as time passes, the negativity changes or concerns do not materialize.  

Often the positives out weight the negatives as the change is accepted.  He plans to be at every 

meeting to hear what is being planned and the decisions that are being made and he hopes many 

other residents will be also.   

 

Eli Cox, Sunwood Lane.  He is active in HYA and spoke about the HYA program and thanked 

the supervisors for being willing to have this conversation. . . the more opportunities for kids, the 

better it is for everyone. 

 

Jesse Porreca, Woodridge Drive.  There are many positive opportunities that bond community 

and sports. 

 

Kevin Kirchoff, Michener Drive (Manheim Township Public Works Dept).  This type of facility 

promotes a sense of pride and community and is meant to be used by everyone in the community.   

 

Craig Denlinger, Nolt Road.  Making memories.  The Township is aware of what needs to be 

done to manage the stormwater issues and traffic.  The community will benefit. 

 

Charlie Enoch, Church Street, on behalf of HYA.  More a sense of community than it is ballfields.  

He is confident that the stormwater issues will be worked out.  Expresses vision and looking to the 

future. 

 

There were no residents present via Zoom who wished to offer comments. 

 

Board Comments: 

Mr. LeFevre stated it is the responsibility of the Board to listen and he identifies with every 

comment made that it is positive, beneficial and about youth.  He is waiting to hear how those who 

want to do this intend to pay for it or to organize a group to pay for it.  It is very well located for 

what it is intended to do; however, it must benefit everyone and he sees it being done in phases. 

He stressed the importance of having a very secure master plan and stormwater issues are one of 

the initial factors that must be dealt with appropriately. 
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Mr. Russell remarked that A. Herr Park has just been completed and that took 25 years.  The 

development of this acreage will take years and during those years a large portion of the land will 

be  passive recreation.  The Board is very pragmatic on how they approach things. This will be a 

long process and in 10 years’ time the Plan may look very different.  Also, there are competing 

community needs and opportunities and the Board wants to do things right. While there is the 

possibility of grants and developer funds this will not cover all costs, things will stay passive for a 

while.  The biggest concern is funding; not only initial costs of ballfields must be considered but 

also future maintenance and replacements and it is important to be cognitive of costs for future 

generations. 

 

Mr. Weaver commented that the Township’s primary directives are police, fire and transportation.  

Parks are secondary.  He would like to see how things stack up and he does see interest in some 

self-motivated projects.  The Plan must be sustainable long-term. 

 

Mr. Bennett stated it is important that this project pulls the community together. This property 

belongs to every township resident.  He believes HYA is putting together a plan to finance their 

need . . . taxes will not be increased.  The plan, as presented has a $7.5 million dollar price tag and 

he believes the township will find some financial resources to do the project. 

 

• MS4 Quarterly Update from DM/A.  Mrs. Schweitzer reviewed the quarterly update report from 

DM/A.   Motion was made by Mr. Russell and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to acknowledge review 

and receipt of the MS4 Quarterly Update from DM/A.  The motion passed (4-0). 

 

• 2023 Board goals – continued discussion.  Mr. LeFevre proposed an additional Traffic 

Commission meeting, or 3-person workshop be scheduled.  Continued discussion will occur on 

2023 goals.  

 

New Business - None 

Public Comment (residents or taxpayers of East Hempfield Township) - None 

Manager’s report/Board Group report out.  Mrs. Schweitzer reviewed her written report for the 

period covered through February 1, 2023 and reported on various Group Reports and Meetings 

attended.     

 

Good of the Order 

o Next BOS Meeting – Wednesday, February 15, 2023 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Adjournment – Vice-Chairman Bennett adjourned the meeting at 8:37p.m. 

                                                                     

                                                                    Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

                                                                    ________________________________________  

                                                                    Cindy A. Schweitzer, Township Manager/Secretary                                                         

   

                     


